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She praises several colleagues for their 
vision and support, including Dr. Herbert 
Peterson, chair of the Department of 
Maternal and Child Health; Mary Rose 
Tully, director of lactation services at 
Women’s and Children’s Hospitals at UNC 
and instrumental in the creation of the 
breast milk bank at the WakeMed Health 
Care System in 1992; Greg Duyck, associ-
ate director of corporate and foundation 
relations for health affairs at UNC; and 
Marcia Roth, director of planning and 
development in the School’s Department 
of Maternal and Child Health.

“It is such an honor to be associated 
with this effort,” Labbok says. “My col-
leagues are extraordinary. The members of 
the donor family lend insights and energy 
to our efforts here. There is no better 
location than the UNC School of Public 
Health, which is already widely recognized 
for its service and advocacy.” n

From left: Marcia Roth, Dr. Miriam Labbok and Dr. 
Herbert Peterson discuss the upcoming activities of 
the School's new Center for Infant and Young Child 
Feeding and Care. 

Dr. Miriam Labbok, professor of the practice of 
public health and director of the Center for 

Infant and Young Child Feeding and Care, fills the room with vibrancy and passion for 
the work she has come here to do.

“Research shows that nature had it right — mothers and babies 
are healthier when breastfeeding happens,” she says. “It is the 
single most effective intervention for improving the lives of 
infants and toddlers in developed countries and saving children’s 
lives around the world.”

It was “serendipity, or maybe a blessed confluence” that brought 
Labbok to the School’s Department of Maternal and Child Health, 
she says. With a Doctor of Medicine and a Master of Public Health 
from Tulane University, Labbok had worked with the U.S. Agency 
for International Development and had been on the faculty at 
Johns Hopkins and Georgetown universities. She was working in 

mother and child health at UNICEF just as the Center was being formed. 
Funded through a generous gift from a North Carolina family (who wanted to remain 

anonymous), the new Center is focused on three primary goals: 

◆	 Compiling the evidence for good infant and child feeding and care through transla-
tional and epidemiological research; 

◆	 Using that evidence in social and political arenas to support policies and programs that 
benefit mothers and children; and 

◆	 Training future maternal and child health leaders.

Already, the Center is addressing these goals. It was a collaborator in developing 
the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services report, 
“Promoting, Protecting and Supporting Breastfeeding: A North Carolina 
Blueprint for Action,” online at www.nutritionnc.com/breastfeeding/breast-
feeding-ncActionPlan.htm. The Center also presented its first annual schol-
arship award in April 2006 to master’s student Sheryl Wallin Abrahams, 
who spent the summer in Washington, D.C., creating a sustainability 
assessment plan for an infant feeding program in Bolivia.

Labbok would like to see a true breastfeeding “norm” developed in 
North Carolina and around the world — something that will happen natu-
rally, she believes, “when, as a society, we ensure that families are enabled to 
make educated, unbiased choices about the feeding and care of their young 
children and when we can institute the healthcare, workplace and social 
support necessary for giving our children the best possible start on life.” 

B y  L i n d a  K a s t l e m a n

new center promotes 
Healthy Mothers and Children

Dr. Miriam Labbok

Listening to Those without Voices
Students earn trust of homeless to discover 

and document what works, what’s needed

In 2005, public service providers in Orange County, 
N.C., started working on a “Ten-Year Plan to End 

Homelessness.” To assist them, leaders there asked 
Dr. Geni Eng, co-director of the Action-Oriented 
Community Diagnosis (AOCD) class at the UNC 
School of Public Health, for help from master’s stu-
dents in this course. Eng is also a professor of health 
behavior and health education at the School.
“We had partnered with other nearby communities in the past to conduct an AOCD 
of persons who are homeless,” says course co-director Kate Shirah, “so I think we are a 
familiar and trusted resource to service providers and clients in Chapel Hill.” 

Five first-year master’s students worked on this project throughout the 2005-2006 
academic year as part of their AOCD class. Stan Holt of Triangle United Way provided 
guidance for the students throughout the process. As documented in their report, home-
lessness represents a pressing public health problem for millions of people. Many within 
this population suffer from mental illness, alcoholism and malnutrition along with such 
chronic diseases as diabetes, heart disease and asthma. 

In Orange County, students found that many of the homeless are scattered throughout 
the county, camping in the woods or in the backyards of family and friends. “This was a 
challenging assignment because we were only able to reach those who had some affiliation 
with the system — that is, people who were staying at the shelters. But this approach left out 
a considerable portion of those dealing with homelessness, 
and probably some essential information in understanding 
the concerns of the community,” says Rebecca Davis, one 
of the students who worked on this project. 

Over time, the students were able to gain the trust of 
members of the homeless community and explore some 
of the major hurdles preventing them from obtaining 
stable housing. Topping the list was a need for afford-
able housing, combined with livable wages. As one com-
munity member cited in the AOCD report put it, “The 
wage around here is low, and then the rent’s high. If you 
get a job, it’s either pay your rent or buy food.” People 
also had a pressing need for resources such as telephones 
with voicemail so that potential employers could contact 
them, a public transportation system that would serve 
employees doing shift work, and job training. 

n e w  c  e n t e r  p r o m o t e s  h e a l t h y  m o t h e r s  a n d c   h i l d r e n

Despite the formidable challenges to 
ending homelessness in Orange County, 
the students also reported major ongoing 
efforts to address this problem. “Getting 
to know some amazing people dealing 
with homelessness was probably the most 
rewarding aspect of working on this proj-
ect,” says Rebecca Davis. “In fact, the 
number of services offered for the home-
less in this area, and the time and effort 
the county has put into addressing this 
issue, are already impressive. Many ser-
vice providers show true concern and 
want to reach out.”

The steering committee for the “Ending 
Homelessness” project has continued to 
rely on the AOCD report as it develops 
workgroups to address issues the students 
brought to light.

“I came away from this project with a 
deepened respect for the ways in which 
communities, when given the chance, 
will utilize their resources to lessen or 
eliminate disparities in a way that makes 
sense to them,” Davis says. n

Individuals gather to register for a community forum 
on homelessness in Orange County, N.C., in spring 
2006. The event — attended by city council members, 
UNC students and faculty, community members and 
members of the homeless community — was the 
culmination of a project coordinated by UNC School 
of Public Health students for an Action-Oriented 
Community Diagnosis class in which students assisted 
the county in developing a “Ten-Year Plan to End 
Homelessness.” 
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which one has an idea, gets some work-
ing capital and then builds a functional 
organization,” Waters says.

The Office of the Chief Medical 
Officer has four primary responsibilities: 
(1) coordinate the department’s biode-
fense activities; (2) ensure the depart-
ment has a unified approach to medical 
preparedness; (3) develop and maintain 
workforce protection and occupational 
health standards for the department; and 
(4) serve as the Secretary of Homeland 
Security’s principal medical advisor, pro-
viding real-time incident management 
guidance. For Waters, the experience 
gained in Washington will be invaluable 
in the classroom.

“I’ve developed my syllabi using a com-
bination of personal experiences, a review 
of the literature and my ongoing engage-
ment with the community preparedness 
and disaster management arenas,” Waters 
says. “It’s really exciting to be a part of 
both worlds.”

Now, if he could just figure out a way 
to make both worlds be in the same  
location. n

Calling it quite simply the best opportunity of 
his career, Dr. J. Bennet Waters couldn’t resist

the chance to help start one of the most important offices within the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security — the office of the Chief Medical Officer.

It has meant weekly commutes from his Durham, N.C., home to Washington, D.C., pre-
cious time away from his wife and two young children, and 14- to 16-hour workdays.

It’s also meant endless meetings with other government officials, constant pressures in such 
a high-profile environment, and daily responses to potential homeland security threats.

Have we also mentioned that Waters, who has a master’s degree in public health and 
a doctorate in health administration, is teaching a graduate course for the UNC School 
of Public Health’s Department of Health Policy and Administration (HPAA) during this 
2006-2007 academic year?

It’s hectic, but the offer to become part of the Department of Homeland Security was 
just too good to pass up. He began his position in Washington D.C., in December 2005, 
just four months after starting his position as assistant professor and deputy director for 
executive programs in HPAA. He is now “on loan” to Homeland Security until December 
2008. Prior to joining the School’s faculty, Waters was president and chief operating 
officer for Piedmont Healthcare Management group in Charlotte, N.C. Before that, he 
was administrative director of the emergency department at Carolinas Medical Center, a 
Level-1 trauma center and academic teaching hospital in Charlotte.

“A year ago, who would have thought I would be spending time in the White House, 
meeting with Cabinet Secretaries and working on Capitol Hill?” Waters says. “It’s just 

phenomenal.”
It’s no simple task either.
As chief of staff for Homeland 

Security’s Chief Medical Officer, 
Waters must “make the trains run 
on time” — meaning he had to help 
develop a strategic plan for the office, 
build an enduring infrastructure, and 
execute the plan. He navigates the 
budgetary and fiscal waters of the fed-
eral government and deftly avoids turf 
battles to implement the vision of his 
boss and mentor, Dr. Jeffrey Runge.

“Using a private sector perspective, 
it’s similar to a startup situation in 

Disaster Management Professor is also Chief of Staff in Washington D.C.

       Dual Role for 
Homeland Security Leader

Dr. J. Bennet Waters (right) with his wife, Jane, and two 
daughters: Talbot, 2 (on Jane's lap), and Annie, 1, (on 
Bennet's lap).

Dr. J. Bennet Waters

B y  G e n e  P i n d e r

Twenty years ago, the 
practice of public health 

seemed to be sailing along on 
a sea of successful interven-
tions that had revolutionized 
the health of the nation, and 
to a large extent, the world. 
Vaccinations, sanitation, 
modern pharmaceuticals 
and preventive health care 
all seemed to be working 
miracles.

“We thought we were 
conquering disease,” says 
Dr. Dennis Gillings, CBE 
(Commander of the British 
Empire), former UNC bio-
statistics professor and now 
chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of Quintiles 
Transnational Corp.

Then along came AIDS, 
SARS, antibiotic-resistant 
strains of tuberculosis and 
malaria…

“Public health is entering 
a pioneering age again,” he 
says. “We have a huge human 
challenge before us.”

To help Carolina’s School 
of Public Health meet that 
challenge, Gillings made 
a gift of $2.4 million that 
will be further supple-
mented with a state match 
to endow the Dennis Gillings 

Professorship in Biostatistics. 
The Gillings Distinguished 
Professorship is held by Dr. 
Danyu Lin, who came to UNC 
in 2001 from the University 
of Washington. Last year, 
Lin received the prestigious 
Method to Extend Research 
in Time (MERIT) Award by 
the National Institutes of 
Health. Additionally, Gillings 
has made several other sub-
stantial gifts to support other 
departmental programs.

As a professor in the biosta-
tistics department from 1971 
to 1988, Gillings and UNC 
Professor of Biostatistics Dr. 
Gary Koch, along with a 
handful of graduate students, 
applied the latest methodolo-
gies to the analysis of clinical 
trial data for pharmaceutical 
companies. The business was 
incorporated as Quintiles 
in 1982. A few years later, 
Gillings left the School to 
run the company full time. 
Quintiles Transnational is 
now the world’s leading phar-
maceutical services company 
with annual revenues of $2 
billion. The work he and 
Koch started at the School 
continues, though, with Koch 
as director of the Biometrics 

Consulting Laboratory.
Gillings felt inspired to 

support the School with a 
professorship endowment for 
several reasons.

“I was a professor in the 
School, and that brings a 
strong affinity to its goals and 
aspirations,” he says. “Also, 
while I was here, I learned 
much of what I needed to 
know to found Quintiles. 
This is one way of recogniz-
ing the School’s role in the 
success of the business.”

A third reason for making 
the donation, he says, was 
his strong desire to help the 
School meet the challenges 
facing public health as effi-
ciently as possible.

“In the ’70’s, I detected a 
somewhat emotional attitude 
toward public health prob-
lems,” he says. “But every-
thing is not automatically 
worthwhile. Public health 
resources are not infinite. 
The success of public health 
in the future depends on a 
business mind being part of 
the equation.”

To meet newer, bolder 
challenges, and to repeat 
the amazing public health 
successes of the past, tough 

choices have to be made, he 
says.

“The public relates to indi-
vidual stories, not statistics” 
he says, “but the fact is, we 
have a responsibility to rep-
resent public health through 
broad-based application.”

“The extent of the impact 
public health practice will 
ultimately have depends more 
and more on its ability to 
combine academic strengths 
in discovery and training 
with business strengths in 
efficiency and finance,” he 
says. “In other words, do the 
most good we can with the 
resources available.”

Gillings sees a critical role 
for biostatisticians in help-
ing define and advance those 
applications. “Statisticians 
have to be more than just 
mathematicians,” he says. 8 

Dr. Dennis Gillings

Professor turned CEO
New public health challenges inspire Gillings to 

invest in the School’s Department of Biostatistics

B y  R a m o n a  D u B o s e
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“They have to provide valu-
able information to soci-
ety that will benefit society. 
Statisticians should be the 
gatekeepers for good, reliable, 
valid information. If we are to 
make advances in society, they 
must be based on valid data.”

This is the view of statistics 
held by the late Dr. Bernard 
Greenberg, former chair of 
the Biostatistics Department 
and later dean of the School. 
“He said you start with a 
strong theory, but you have to 
follow it all the way through 
to the public health applica-
tion,” Gillings says.

Born in London, Gillings 
earned his undergraduate 
degree in mathematical sta-
tistics from the University of 
Cambridge in England in 1967 
and his doctorate in math-
ematics from the University 
of Exeter in 1972, after which 
he joined the UNC faculty. 
By 1981, Gillings had become 
a full professor in the UNC 
School of Public Health and 
was named director of UNC-
CH’s Biometric Consulting 
Laboratory.

Gillings has helped the 
School and University in 
numerous volunteer capaci-
ties, including serving as a 
board member of the School 
of Public Health’s Advisory 
Council, the Graduate 
Education Advancement 
Board of UNC’s Graduate 
School, the North Carolina 
Institute of Medicine and the 
UNC Health Care Systems. 
He received the Honorary 
Degree of Doctor of Science 
from the University in May 
2001.

“We are so grateful to Joan 
and Dennis Gillings for their 

generosity to the School of 
Public Health,” says Dean 
Barbara K. Rimer. “We have 
benefited from their wisdom 
as well as their tremendous 
financial gifts. I am especially 
pleased to have a professorship 
named for Gillings, because 
Dennis Gillings’ own career 
is such an important beacon 
for us. He has shown that 
theory and practice are not 
polar opposites. Rather, they 
are interwoven, and practice 
is what, in the end, we must 
influence if we are to improve 
the public’s health. In his own 
work, he has demonstrated 
that outstanding biostatisti-
cal work can be used to better 
human health through the 
conduct of impeccably-man-
aged clinical trials conducted 
around the world.”

Gillings presented the 
inaugural Dean’s 21st 
Century Lecture at the School 
in December 2005, speaking 
about what he called “The 
Value Proposition.” (It can 
be viewed at www.sph.unc.
edu/about/webcasts.)

“To improve world health, 
we must deliver effective 
healthcare products and 
services to the greatest 
number of people for the 
lowest cost,” he says. “The 
School of Public Health trains 
practitioners for the ‘healing 
and caring professions.’ All 
well and good, but healthcare 
is also a very tough business. 
It’s about costs, customers 
and products — therapies 
and services…These are the 
strengths of the private sector. 
I think the future advances in 
world health will result from 
combining academic strengths 
and business strengths.” n

$100,000+

Carla Smith Chamblee

Edward & Joanne Dauer

Dennis B Gillings

Anonymous

$50,000 to $99,999

Carol Remmer Angle  

Harry A Guess*  

$20,000 to $49,999

Michael & Laura Brader-Araje    

Doris Buffett  

Eliska Lowbeerova Chanlett     

Robert James Greczyn Jr  

Don & Jennifer Holzworth   

Mabel Smith Johansson    

John P McConnell  

Carmen Hooker Odom   

Barbara K Rimer & Bernard 

Glassman   

Pranab Kumar Sen  

Charles M & Shirley F Weiss   

$5,000 to $19,999

Vaughn & Nancy Bryson    

Deniese May Chaney   

Margaret Dardess & Tommie 

Smith 

Nancy Ann Dreyer  

Brenda Kay Edwards    

Cynthia Johnson Girman   

Gary & Carolyn Koch   

Clarence Pearson & Laurie 

Norris 

Thomas K Wong & Susanne 

Glen Moulton     

$2,000 to $4,999

Mark Bach 

Trude Ann Bennett       

Fred & Laura Brown Jr     

Pierre & Ma Buekens     

Gary B Calandra   

David Wayne Campbell     

Ching Kuang Chen  

Nguyen V Dat   

Lee & Kay Doughty    

Sara Anne Ephross & David S 

Rubenstein       

MaryAnn & Donald Farthing Jr       

Steven Harold Flowers    

Scott & Mary Graflund  

Sandra Winn Green 

Sandra Bartholomew Greene  

Paula Billingsley Harrison 

John Fortune Holland  

James Donald Kinard   

Charles Wayne Kinsey  

Emil J Klingenfus 

Peggy Leatt & George Pink   

Hong Li  

Julia Prince MacMillan   

James Edward Nix  

John Edward Paul 

Alan & Linda Rimer   

John Russell & Sallie Shuping 

Russell   

Victor Schoenbach & Marion 

Eldredge Schoenbach   

“	Your gifts are investments And we thank 
you for every one of them. The return on your invest-
ment will be far more than the gratitude of public health researchers, 
teachers and students, though you will have that in abundance. Your 
return will be solid information on your gift’s impact—discoveries 
made, students trained, publications made possible, clinics supported, 
lives touched and the public’s health transformed. You will know that 
your gift—your investment—has made a difference in the protection 
of the world’s health and America’s future.”   

– D e a n  B a r b a r a  k .  R i m e r 

2006 fiscal year of Donors
Honor     R oll

This list was prepared with utmost care to try to ensure its accuracy. If you have any questions or comments about the honor roll, please e-mail them to sphdonors@unc.edu.

S c h o o l  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h

Glenn selected to lead School’s 

development
   efforts

Peggy Dean Glenn has joined the UNC School 

of Public Health as associate dean for exter-

nal affairs, responsible for development 

and alumni relations.

Glenn brings more than 20 years’ development 

experience to UNC. She has been an associate dean 

at Duke University’s Nicholas 

School of the Environment and 

Earth Sciences in Durham, N.C., 

for the past eight years. Before 

joining Duke, she was regional 

director of development for 

The Nature Conservancy in 

Chapel Hill, N.C., for seven 

years. Previously, she was 

president of a New York-based 

consulting firm. 

“We are delighted Peggy 

has joined our School,” says 

Dean Barbara K. Rimer. “She 

brings a wealth of experience and is well-grounded in 

public health issues. At the Nicholas School, she was 

actively engaged in fundraising related to water qual-

ity, environmentally-induced disease and the health 

implications of climate change. Not only is Peggy 

well positioned for her new role at UNC, she is also a 

Carolina parent and knows firsthand the role we play 

in North Carolina and around the world.”

Peggy Dean Glenn
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                     The 

Rosenau Society

UNC School of Public Health Alumnus Dr. Hong Li recalls two special 

characteristics of his years in the School’s Department of Health Policy 

and Administration — the refreshing international flavor of the faculty 

and students and a focus on systematic analysis and logical thinking.

Employed by Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. in Singapore as director of Outcomes Research 

for the Asia Pacific region of the company’s Department of Global Epidemiology and 

Outcomes Research, Li says his training at the School gave him both the technical skills 

and the broad-minded approach necessary to succeed in his work.

“We live in an environment that includes people from many nationalities, and 

we should recognize that everyone can bring different skills and perspectives to the 

table,” he says. “This is certainly true in the field of ‘outcomes research,’ where often 

there are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answers.  Rather, we learn most when a diverse group 

of scientists provides input about how to proceed.”

Li works with colleagues to investigate the clinical and economic value of medi-

cines manufactured by the company. 

“Systematic analysis and logical thinking are crucial,” Li says. “In my current posi-

tion, I interact with government officials, researchers, university faculty and health 

care providers. What I enjoy most is sharing our different views and reaching a 

common ground that suits everyone involved.” 

Li is one of many School alumni who have chosen to support the UNC School of Public Health through annual financial con-

tributions. He is a member of the School’s Rosenau Society, which recognizes alumni and friends who give the School $1,000 or 

more each year in unrestricted funds. The Society is named for Dr. Milton J. Rosenau, the School’s first dean. 

Annual financial contributions made by the School’s alumni and friends help the School attract and support the best students 

from around the world, recruit and retain exemplary public health faculty, and invest in new programs and research to improve 

public health.

“I’m proud to be a UNC alumnus,” Li says. “I’ve become a member of the Rosenau Society because I greatly appreciate the 

education I received at the School of Public Health. I want to contribute my ‘two cents' worth’ to support the School’s mission 

to train world-class healthcare researchers whose work will benefit people everywhere.”
 

Join the Rosenau Society —make an annual unrestricted gift to the School of $1,000 or more. Complete the 
enclosed gift envelope and help our School meet its most critical needs.

Dr. Hong Li

Annual contributions from Rosenau Society members 
help School renew its tradition of excellence
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William Carter Jenkins   

David Lee Johnson 

Baxter Lee Jones  

Michelle Crozier Kegler  

Katherine Gartland Kelley   

Judy Clem Klaas   

John  Klaas II      

Larry Kupper & Sandra Martin      

Sheri Johnson Lawrence   

David Ernest Layland     

Wilbert Liou-Lang Lee    

Donald Daniel Lisnerski  

Rebecca Leigh Mabe       

James Harry Mann Jr      

Norma Holshouser Matto   

William Clarence Miller  

Beverly Nieman Mirman    

Hal Morgenstern  

Bonnie Brown Morell      

Gary William Murphy      

Timothy Keith Myers      

Jeanenne Little Nelson   

James Notaro  

Anne Townsend Overman    

Howard B Perry 

Cheryl Peterson   

Richard Platt  

Elizabeth A Prendergast  

Mark Graham Rodin 

Susan Marie Sanders      

James Kenneth Schaefer   

William Thomas Small Jr  

Fraser B Smith 

David Stanton Strogatz   

James and Sandra Swenberg    

John DeWeese Taulbee     

Rosalind Patricia Thomas 

William J Tyroler 

Patricia Suzanne Weggel  

H Bradley Wells Jr       

David West     

Fredrick Seymour Whaley  

Martha Royster Young     

$100 to $249

Gloria Ann Absher      

Rima A Afifi Soweid      

Carrie Lyn Alden      

Ronald Kenneth Ament      

John J B Anderson      

Terry Paul Anderson      

Marcia Ann Angle      

Matthew & Susan Arduino      

Mary Susan Ariosto-Coe      

Beth Elaine Armbruster      

Terese H Ashcraft      

Patricia Michel Backus      

Thomas Jason Bacon      

A John Bailer & Jennifer Faris-

Bailer      

Nina J Baird      

Violette Kasica Barasch      

Eileen Danielle Barrett      

C W Bartholomai      

Kim Koski Bartley      

Cynthia Bowers Bartosek      

Maren Kristina Batalden      

Pascale Beltran      

Paul R Beninger      

John Franklin Bergner Jr   

Cecelia Potts Berkstresser      

Thad & Patricia Beyle    

Andrea K Biddle      

Lynn White Blanchard      

David Blois      

David Michael Bolda      

Elise Johnston Bolda      

Rebekah Sue Bowden      

Kristen Eastwood Bowers      

James H Bowles      

William & Susan Boyle     

Kerrie Eileen Boyle      

Douglas Donaldson Bradham      

Jo Ellen Brandmeyer      

Peiffer Allen Brandt      

William Robert Brieger      

Margie Britnell      

C Robin Britt Sr   

Margaret Dodd Britton      

Seth Charles Brody      

Thaddeus Taylor Brown      

Kelly B Browning      

Arthur Emil Bruestle      

Lynda Bryant-Comstock      

Charles Ross Buck      

James Paul Bulman      

Tara A Byrne      

Victor Marcial Caceres      

Muge G Calikoglu      

Leigh Fleming Callahan      

Robert Frederick Campbell      

Alice Barry Carberry      

Susan Young Cares      

Jenifer Haas Carson      

Juan & Suzanne Carvajal      

Brian Thomas Cawley      

Joe Carroll Chambers      

Hsing-Yi Chang      

Shu-Chung Shih Cheng      

Sucharn Singh Chima      

Jolene Ereditario Chinchilli      

Joan Christison-Lagay      

Joyce A Christopher      

Nancy E Clapp-Channing      

Martha E Clark      

Toni Marie Snider Clifton      

Ronald Harper Clitherow      

David Edward Cockley      

Robert Martin Coker      

Juanita Rose Coleman      

Elizabeth Curtis Cook      

Hanna Neale Cooper      

Glinda Sue Cooper      

Deborah Lee Covington      

William Irvine Cowden      

Gretchen Anne Cowman      

Mary Foster Cox      

Terry Alan Cox      

Eleanor Alene Crocker      

Stephen Robert Daniels      

Charles Eric Danielson      

Deborah Sue Danzig      

Edith Maye Davis      

Ronald Gerard Davis      

Barbara Ann Davis      

Ronnie McConnell Davis      

Peter McDonald Dawson      

William Royal Dawson      

Robert Edward Day      

Claude Victor Deal Jr   

Helen M Decker      

Clifford Earl Decker Jr   

Gregory Vladimir deLissovoy      

Brian Andrew Dempsey      

Beverly Priddy Derr      

Robert & Brenda Devellis     

Kathleen Anne DeVore-Jones      

Lana Theresea Dial      

Linda Webster Dicker      

Frank Allen Dieter      

Vincent Bernard DiFranco      

Francis A DiGiano      

Peggye Dilworth-Anderson      

Rachael Lynn DiSantostefano      

Robert Arthur Diseker      

Beverly Ann Sidur Dixon      

Winfred & Sarah Dodson     

David Louis Dodson      

Marilyn B Donis      

Leigh E Doptis      

Lori Ann Dostal      

J Lawrence Dozier Jr   

Jeffrey Howard Driver      

Charles Perry Dunbar      

Todd Alexander Durham      

Erin Mary Dusch      

Gregory P Duyck      

Michael James Dziamba      

Ann Jeffers Eades      

Susan Christine Edgerton      

Alan & Ellen Edmonds      

Bonnie A Edwards      

Leah Bennett Edwards      

Edward Peter Ehlinger      

Robyn Sue Elliott      

Cheryl Sue Elman      

Carla Lynn Epps      

Rose Marie Etheridge      

Lawrence J Fine      

David L Fitton      

Lynn Schueler Fitzgerald      

Terry Lynn Flanagan      

M Holly Flood      

Robert Harold Forbes Jr   

Michele Robin Forman      

James Summers Forrester      

Emily Gordon Fowler      

Joseph Freedman      

Lois Avery Gaeta      

Joyce M Gallimore      

Lyne S Gamble Jr   

Judith Ann Ganser      

Norma Irene Gavin      

Heidi Jaye Gelzer      

Nancy O’Pry Gentry      

Barry Gertz      

Benjamin Gilbert      

Constance Glasby      

Cathryn Ann Goedert      

Nick Joseph Gonchoroff      

Opal Goodridge-Graham      

William Alexander Goolsby      

Susan Cohen Gower      

G Jay Graepel      

C Montrose Graham Jr   

David Allan Green      

Kathryn Jean Grochowski      

Thomas Seth Grogan Jr   

Swati Gupta      

Martin Edward Gurtz      

Mohammad Taghi Habibian      

Tricia Hahn      

Joumana Khalil Haidar      

Pamela Sue Haines      

Philip Wills Haines      

Robert McCue Hall      

Barbara Norton Hamilton      

Elizabeth Fleming Hammett      

James Arthur Hancock Jr   

Joseph Thomas Hanlon      

Susan Kay Hanna      

Jean Harris Hanson      

C David Hardison      

Frank Eanes Harrell Jr   

Sharon Nicholson Harrell      

Russell Peyton Harris & Linda S 

Kinsinger     

                            The 
 Challenge
           Continues

UNC School of Public Health Alumna Vanessa Rommelmann did not know 

about a UNC School of Public Health professor’s challenge to alumni when 

she decided to “give back” to the School that shaped her career. But she  

was inspired when she was told about it — For every dollar 
you donate to a fund for student travel opportunities, the 
unnamed faculty member pledged, I’ll donate a dollar, too.

Now working as a statistician at Research Triangle 
Institute (RTI) in Research Triangle Park, N.C., Vanessa 
studies ways to improve pregnancy outcomes. Her work is 
a rewarding means of using the master’s degrees in biosta-
tistics and maternal and child health she earned from the 
School in 2003. Vanessa also holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Public Health from the School. 

During graduate school, Vanessa traveled to Tanzania for 
a summer where she learned about the health surveillance 
systems to monitor diseases, track health outcomes and 
make health policy decisions.  

She feels fortunate that, as a student, she did not have 
to worry much about finances. Support from the Carolina 
Population Center and a supplement from former UNC 
Department of Maternal and Child Health Chair, Dr. Pierre 
Buekens, who donated to a student travel fund, allowed her 
to make the important trip to Tanzania.  

“It’s wonderful to travel to a place you care about and to know you’ll learn something 
there that you can’t experience anywhere else,” Vanessa says. “Lack of money shouldn’t 
keep a person from making those kinds of discoveries. I was lucky — not everyone has the 
opportunities I did.”

Quietly re-investing in other students’ prospects for seeing the world is one way Vanessa 
manages to share her good fortune.

Create travel opportunities for students by supporting the UNC School of 
Public Health’s student travel fund. Complete the enclosed gift envelope and 
invest in the world —one student at a time.

Vanessa Rommelmann

UNC professor offers to match—dollar for dollar—all 
donations to the School’s Student Travel Fund 
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Lewis William Pollack      

Linda Simpson Potter      

Robert Clark Pottharst      

Lester Ware Preston Jr   

Barbara Alison Prillaman      

Nancy Easter Proia      

Candace Marie Prusiewicz      

Robert Martin Quillin      

Alan J Rabideau      

Brian Lee Ramaley      

Wilton Rankin      

Bryce B Reeve III  

Dennis Albert Revicki      

Victor Gregg Rhodes Jr   

Brian D F Richmond      

Thomas Cleveland Ricketts III  

Martha Cornwell Riddell      

Thomas Andrew Ridgik      

Christopher Rimer      

J Thomas Rimer      

Karen Tager Rivo      

Grace Brashear Roberts      

Malcolm Clive Roberts      

Larry Philip Robinson      

Marjorie Sue Rosenthal      

Charles & Edna Rundgren     

Eris Hamrick Russell      

William Anthony Rutala      

Susan Martin Rynard      

Marjorie Rose Sable      

Catherine Crossman Sanford      

Sara Moir Sarasua      

David Hess Sarr      

Takao Lewis Sato      

Susan Mertz Saviteer      

David A Savitz      

John T Schiffman      

Jerald Scott Schindler      

Patricia Gail Schnitzer      

Jane Clowney Schroeder      

Richard Schulz & Marcia Anne 

Coster-Schulz      

Phyllis Colangelo Schwartz      

Matthew & Christine Seabrook      

Christian Josef-Benedict Setzer      

Eugene B Sharpe      

Lynn Roberta Shemanski      

Chuan-Feng Shih      

Denise Diane Shortino      

Alan Silver      

Robert S Silvers II & Penelope 

Jeanne Padgett    

Elizabeth Hamerschlag Sims      

Celette Sugg Skinner      

Jill Jeanine Skrezyna      

Eve E Slater      

J McNeill Smith Jr   

Jason Baker Smith      

Dahlmon L Smoak      

Steven & Sylvia Snapinn     

Yvonne Hebert Sparling      

Edwin M Speas Jr   

Bert Spilker      

Robert Spirtas      

C Jean Spratt      

Valerie Lewis Stallings      

Paul Edward Stang      

John Haywood Stanley      

Anita Marie Harris*      

J Bruce Harstad      

Carolyn Cantlay Hart      

Katherine Eubanks Hartmann      

Francesca Hartop      

Beth F Haskell      

Dianne Hasselman      

Glenn Jones Heartwell      

Gerardo & Jo Heiss     

Emma Bailey Hicks      

Ruth Linder Hines      

Lawrence Hirsch      

Laurel Lynne Hixon      

Carol Hofler      

Gaynelle Hogan      

Carol Rowland Hogue      

Nicholas M Hollander      

M Anita Page Holmes      

Cherry K Houck      

Karen Werner House      

George & Virginia Howard       

Embry Martin Howell      

Jeffrey Alan Hughes      

Charles Glenn Humble      

Vernon Brock Hunt      

Marshall L Hyatt      

Denise Marie Hynes      

Deborah Dundas Ingram      

Barbara Anne Israel      

Michael Hamilton Ivey      

Alexander M Jackson      

Michael Bradley Jacobs      

W Joe Jacumin      

Edna Esther Johnson      

Surendra Bhargav Joshi      

Karen M Kaplan      

Wilfried Joachim Jurgin 

Karmaus      

Janis Gail Kaufman      

Jay Kaufman      

Sarah Barnes Keating      

Julian Eugene Keil      

Charles Thomas Kekich      

Kathy Irene Kennedy      

Ho Kim      

Gail L King      

Floris Ethia King      

Wade Hampton King      

J David Kirby      

Charles Walton Kirby III  

Erma H Kirkpatrick      

Lynn Koss Knauff      

Amy Lansky Knowlton      

Helen Rosalie Kohler      

Emery Jenncheng Kong      

Alvin Korba      

Linda Kornberg      

Kenneth Joseph Koury      

Susan McCowan Krenkel      

Nancy Ruth Kressin      

Kerri Lynn Kruse      

Anne Ekdahl Kuhn      

Julia J Kula      

Pamela Beth Landsman      

Roberta Sevin Lane      

Wendy Gwirtzman Lane      

Lisa Fox Langhaug      

Barbara Ann Laraia      

Melanie F Mendoza Larkin      

Kim Lanette Larson      

Ira Laster Jr   

Gregory Phillip Lathan      

Jean Kantambu Latting      

Lisa Morrissey LaVange      

Kelvin K Lee      

Clarence Matthews Lee      

Jessica Lee      

R Mark Lee Jr   

Soong Hyun Lee      

Steven & Barcey Levy      

Danyu Lin      

Henry N Lin      

Michael Stephen Linet      

Stacy Melvin Linick      

Laura Linnan      

Frances Helen Lippke      

Hester Johnstone Lipscomb      

Stuart Roger Lipsitz      

Zhimei Liu      

Kathleen Lohr      

Randy Dean Louchart      

Charles David Lutin      

Lorraine Leigh Lutton      

Richard Donald M Lyman      

William Whiting Lyon      

Allen Martin Mabry      

Diane Marie Makuc      

Lewis Harvey Margolis      

Stephen William Marshall & 

Anna Estelle Waller      

Brian Robert Marshall      

Edwin Cochran Marshall      

Christopher & Caroline 

Martens       

Margaret Martin-Goldberg      

Katherine Pieper Mason      

John Clyburn Matheson III  

Brenda Jarrett Matthews      

David Leon Matthews II   

Craig Stephen Maughan      

Michelle Lynn Mayer      

Margaret Ellen Floyd McCann      

Catherine Smith McCarroll      

Alecia F McClure      

Leslie Jane McGeorge      

Susan Lee McIntyre      

Evelyn J McKee      

John L McKernan & Lauralynn 

Taylor      

Katherine Kennedy McLeod      

Kay McNeill-Harkins      

David Carroll McRae      

Sally Davis Medicke      

Anne Ruth Meibohm      

Zipatly Valentin Mendoza      

Mark Hamilton Merrill      

Charlotte B Merritt      

Margo Ilene Michaels      

Eric & Cheryl Miller       

Christopher Perry Miller      

Charles Louis Milone      

Rita Considine Minogue      

Philip Keith Mitchell      

Mary McConville Mogan      

David Charles Momrow      

Martha Jeanne Monnett      

C Timothy Monroe      

Katherine Nuckolls Monti      

Robert Burns Moorhead Jr   

Anna Chaiko Morrill      

Janet Mullaney      

John Bertrand Mulligan Jr   

Mary Hollahan Mundt      

Mary Anne Murray      

Irving Nachamkin      

Margaret Newell Nelson      

Jacob Alan Neufeld      

Catherine Barrett Newhouser      

Raymond Joseph Nierstedt      

Richard Recher Nugent      

Julie Truax Nunez      

Aubrey Christie Nutter      

Donald & Mary Oberlin 

Timothy Wade Okabayashi      

Zacheus Bamidele Okediji      

Daniel A Okun      

William Kevin O’Neil      

Marie Sylvia O’Neill      

Louis Joseph Orban      

T Michael O’Shea Jr   

Jacqueline Weeks Ossi      

Kevin John O’Toole      

Penelope Jeanne Padgett      

Joyce C Page      

Claude U Paoloni      

Ronald & Cora Parker     

Zoe Henderson Parker      

Nancy Jordan Parker      

Kathleen Anne Parker      

W Christopher & Mary Ellis 

Parnell      

Robert Isham Parnell      

W Ward Patrick      

Edward Nolan Pattishall      

Sara Perkins Jenez      

Charlotte M Perry      

Susan Grant Phelps      

Ephraim Henry Phillippe III  

Richard Norman Phillips      

Phyllis Wendt Pierce      

Michael Patrick Pignone      

Kattoor Achutha Pisharoti      

Susan Sajeski Pitts      

R Jackson Pleasant      

With relative ease, you can set up a charitable gift annuity. 
Having done it, you will receive:

•	income for life;
•	a charitable tax deduction; and
•	the satisfaction of supporting the UNC School of Public  

	 Health to improve the public’s health.

Let us show you what your return will be, based on your age, 
financial plans and current interest rates. Once your gift is 
made, the rate remains fixed.

There are many shaky investments, but investing in the 
School of Public Health is a solid foundation. It’s an invest-
ment for today and tomorrow in the public’s health.

Let us know if you need 
more information by check-
ing the appropriate box in 
the enclosed envelope or 
call, write or email:

Lyne S. Gamble, Jr.
Director of Major Gifts
UNC School of Public Health
Campus Box 7407
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7407
lyne_gamble@unc.edu 
919-966-8368

Your Charitable Gift Annuity: The Gift that Gives Back

	Y our Age	A nnuity Rate

	 60	 5.7%
	 70	 6.5%
	 75	 7.1%

	Y our Ages	A nnuity Rate

	 65/63	 5.6%
	 70/68	 5.8%
	 75/73	 6.2%

*Rates are subject to change

Sample annuity interest rates* 
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Gregg Martin Stave      

Markus Jurg Steiner      

Timothy John Stephens      

Maura Ellen Stokes      

Elizabeth Stoner      

Walter Straus      

G Thomas Jr & Anna Garst 

Strickland  

Mary Charles Suther      

David John Svendsgaard      

Robert Francis Swiecicki      

Andrew Szatkowski      

Kara Anne Taff      

Irma I Taylor      

Irene Ann Tessaro      

Steven Michael Teutsch      

Nancy L Thompson      

Shirley Jean Thompson      

Julie Poh Thurlow      

Martha Mancewicz Timmer      

Ruth S Timmermann      

Sujata Ravindra Tipnis      

Russell Barner Toal      

James & Kathleen Tobin    

Sue Tolleson-Rinehart      

Jessica Toohey      

Stephen & Andrea Treimel     

Paul & Alison Trinkoff      

Marilyn Tseng      

Lou Flippin Turner      

Margaret Bliss Umphres      

Deborah Lee Vacca      

William Alvin Van Wie II   

Patricia Long Vaughan      

David Alonza Vaughn      

Robert Donald Verhalen      

Frank Vinicor      

Andrew Charles Voetsch      

Edward Harris Wagner      

Charles & Susan Wakild      

Jason & Katherine Walker      

Cynthia Sue Walker      

Arthur Thomas Wallace Jr   

Ralph Gene Wallace      

Susan Wall Wallin      

David Walrath      

Catherine Boisvert Walsh      

Hua Wang      

Scott & Cameron Warren      

Christopher Lee Wearmouth      

David Bruce Webster Jr   

Ganesa Rebecca Wegienka      

Elizabeth Mary Wells      

Lisa Michelle Welsh-Skiffington      

Jeffrey Gale Wendle      

Jane Wentworth      

Roland Willis Wentworth      

Laurence A Wescott      

Margaret Emily Weydert      

Dara Marie Whalen      

William & Billie Whisnant      

Louise Highsmith Wilkerson      

Frank Gilbreath Wilkes      

Margarette K Williamson      

Janet Horsley Willis      

Sacoby Miguel Wilson      

Jack Eugene Wilson      

James P Wilson      

Deborah Marie Winn      

Raymond L Woosley      

Mary Elizabeth Worstell      

Robert Stanley Wright      

Carl Nobuo Yoshizawa      

John Sterling Young Jr   

Beverly Ann Young      

Susan Yount      

Zhi-Jie Zheng      

Ming Zhong      

Zhi Zhong      

Scott J Zimmerman      

* Deceased

A complete list of  
donors is posted on the 
School's Web site at:  
www.sph.unc.edu/giving

$100,000+
American Chemistry 

Council            

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
NC Foundation     

Gatorade     

Merck & Company     

Sanofi-Aventis

$50,000 – $99,999
American Institute for 

Cancer Research   

8-Hour Ozone SIP 
Coalition            

Amgen Inc       

ExxonMobil Foundation   

Humana Foundation Inc         

Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation  

$20,000 – $49,999
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

North Carolina    

Flavor & Extract 
Manfacturers’ Association   

Florida Citrus Processors 
Association     

HHOP Clean Water 
Committee     

Orica Watercare Inc    

Restoration Systems LLC    

Sunshine Lady Foundation   

$5,000 – $19,999
Advanced Sports Inc    

American Beverage 
Association    

Berger & Montague   

Center for Child and Family 
Health    

Constella Group LLC       

GlaxoSmithKline    

Immtech International Inc        

National Collegiate Athletic 
Association    

National Dairy Council   

National Water Research 
Institute     

Pfizer Inc 

Quaker Oats Foundation    

Research! America     

$4,999 – $1,000
RJ Lee Group 

Bikes Belong Coalition    

CH2M Hill Foundation   

Coastal Community 
Foundation of South 
Carolina    

Duke Energy Corp 

League of American 
Bicyclists         

Monash University        

RTI International    

Statewide Campaign 
Organization

                 Gifts from 

   Corporations
   and Foundations
July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006




