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	Project Name: Impact of washing cord with Chlorohexidine on neonatal 
                         sepsis and mortality in Rural India


	Location: SEARCH HQ, Gadchiroli, Maharashtra State, India


	Expected duration of project: 6 to 8 weeks


	Project description:  Designing population based intervention trial in Rural India


	Project background:
SEARCH is running an intervention program for maternal and newborn illnesses in 39 villages in rural Gadchiroli since 1995. This program is called Home - based Maternal, Newborn and Child care. The package includes a number of interventions including attending home delivery, health education, breast feeding support and diagnosis and management of neonatal morbidities as birth asphyxia, hypothermia, neonatal sepsis and supportive care in preterm and low birth weight babies. Due to these interventions the current IMR in the intervention villages of SEARCH in Gadchiroli is 22 and NMR is 17.4.

To further reduce the NMR and IMR we intend to plan and conduct an intervention trial of washing cord in the newborn period by Chlorohexidine by CHW in villages. 



	Aim:
To design an intervention trial of washing cord of the newborn by trained community health worker and measure its effect on incidence of neonatal sepsis and neonatal mortality in rural villages of Gadchiroli, India.


	Expected outputs:
1) Report of literature review

2) Protocol of the intervention trial

3) Plan of statistical analysis and data management system.
4) Training module for CHW.
5) Operational manual for the trial.



	Preparation prior to project:

1) A report of the literature review of effect and relation of cord washing by Chlorohexidine  
    on newborn sepsis and survival globally, and especially in developing countries.
2) Reading of the research articles published by SEARCH on newborn care. These articles 

    are available on the website of SEARCH.


	Skills / Knowledge necessary:
1) Literature review

2) Statistical analysis
3) Protocol writing of field trial
4) Understanding of technical terms in the field of maternal, newborn and child health. 


	Support from Organization:
1) Internet and library facility for literature review
2) Computer terminal
3) Field visit to understand the program

4) Support from Data Manager, field supervisors, program managers and physicians. 
5) Additional support as per need.



