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	Project Name: Formative research for Back pain and musculoskeletal 

                         disorders in Rural India


	Location: SEARCH HQ, Gadchiroli, Maharashtra State, India


	Expected duration of project: 6 to 8 weeks, extension welcome.


	Project description:  Formative research in Rural India


	Project background:
Back pain and musculoskeletal diseases are a major morbidity burden across globe and especially in the Indian rural communities with substantial physical and economic cost especially for people dependent on manual labr or survival. Hence SEARCH has taken initiatve to understand the problem of BP and MSD in the rural community of Gadchiroli and design and implement an approrpiate, acceptable and feasbile interventiion package. the following formative research protocol is part of a multi pronged study. 
The proposed formative research will focus on knowledge, perception and belief system of adult rural community regarding back pain and musculoskeleta isorders as well as the sources of care and care seeking behavior in Gadchiroli, India. The findings will be used to develope an appropriate, feasible, acceptable and safe intervention package.



	Aim:
To conduct population based formative research in rural villages of Gadchiroli, India and develop a feasible and effective intervention package and delivery strategy for Back Pain (BP) and Rheumatic Musculo Skeletal Disorders (RMSD) for the rural communities in India.    



	Expected outputs:
1) Report of literature review.
2) Complete protocol of the study.

3) Pretesting and finalizing the tools 
4) Conducting the study and data collection.
5) Data analysis.

6) Manuscript of the study.


	Preparation prior to project:

1) Report of literature review of qualitative studies on back pain and musculoskeletal 

    disorders in developing countries.

2) Considering the issues of language and limited time available, a team of 2 students is also welcome to work on this project. 


	Skills / Knowledge necessary:
1) Literature review

2) Qualitative data analysis
3) Manuscript writing
4) Experience of conducting formative research / qualitative studies

5) Knowledge of local language - MARATHI - understanding necessary, speaking / reading / 

    writing preferable. 


	Support from Organization:
1) Support to conduct the field part of the study including field supervisors and personnel.

2) Data entry operators.

3) Help of translator.
4) Internet and library facility for literature review
5) Computer terminal
6) Additional support as per need.



